
The Joan and Marcel Zimetbaum Fellowship in Health Outcomes, Equity, and Policy Research aims to support the 
training of medical students and residents from backgrounds traditionally underrepresented in medicine in partnership 
with the Richard A. and Susan F. Smith Center for Outcomes Research at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, a 
Harvard Medical School teaching hospital. The Zimetbaum Fellowship is a unique one-year intensive research training 
program designed to provide foundational training in biostatistics and public health, pairing a physician-in-training with a 
dedicated faculty researcher for one-on-one mentorship. 

Established in 2021, the fellowship is named in honor of Joan and 
Marcel Zimetbaum, the parents of BIDMC’s Director of Clinical 
Cardiology Dr. Peter Zimetbaum. Marcel came to the US as a 
refugee from the Holocaust, and became a physician through the 
largesse of an uncle and a drive to make a contribution to humanity 
through the practice of medicine. Joan, a school teacher, grew up 
in New York City and was taught the importance of social justice 
and education from a young age. In the spirit of their values, the 
fellowship highly encourages trainees from racial, ethnic, 
socioeconomic, and/or other backgrounds underrepresented 
in medicine and research to apply. 

The fellowship offers intensive research training to medical 
students or residents who have a strong interest in one of the 
following clinical research areas: 1) health services & outcomes 
2) cardiovascular epidemiology & care delivery, 3) medical
device evaluation 4) public and population health, 5) health
equity and 6) health care policy. Under the mentorship of a
Smith Center faculty researcher, fellowship recipients formulate
their own research questions, design their own research study, develop statistical plans, and apply rigorous 
methodological approaches to carry out their project. By the end of the fellowship period, recipients will present their work 
at local meetings and national conferences, and will submit at least one manuscript to a peer reviewed medical journal.  

How long is the Fellowship? One year, starting Summer 2023 
When is the Application Deadline? March 1, 2023 
Where? Richard A. and Susan F. Smith Center for Outcomes Research at 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, a teaching affiliate of Harvard Medical 
School 
Who Should Apply? Medical students and residents from US institutions  
What Support is Provided? Dedicated 1-on-1 mentorship with a Smith 
Center faculty researcher & a research stipend to support living in Boston. 
Anything not answered here? Contact Smith Center Program Coordinator 
Sarah McEwen at smcewen@bidmc.harvard.edu  

Submit your application here: https://www.bidmc.org/-/media/files/beth-israel-org/research/research-centers/smith-center-for-
outcomes-research-in-cardiology/bidmc-zimetbaum-fellowship-application.pdf 

For more information on the Richard A. and Susan F. Smith Center: http://bidmc.org/smithcenter; Twitter @SmithBIDMC 

The Joan and Marcel 
Zimetbaum Fellowship 

Left to right: Dr. Robert Yeh, Director of the Smith Center; Dr. Rishi Wadhera, 
Director of the Zimetbaum Fellowship and Section Head of Health Policy & 
Equity Research at the Smith Center; Ashley Kyalwazi, inaugural recipient of 
the Zimetbaum Fellowship and medical student at Harvard; and Dr. Peter 
Zimetbaum, Director of Clinical Cardiology. 
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