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The Pathology Department

Pathology

Anatomic Pathology (AP)

Surgical specimens
Autopsy
Cytology

Clinical Pathology (CP)

Transfusion Medicine
Hematopathology
Chemistry
Microbiology
Cytogenetics
Molecular Pathology



Anatomic Pathology

Main areas:
Surgical pathology (50,000 specimens)

Derm
GI
Breast
GYN, etc

Cytology
Gyn
Non-gyn

Autopsy

People:
20-25   Attendings
>30 Residents
5-9  Fellows
>25 Technologists



Clinical Pathology = 
Laboratory Medicine

Four Main Laboratories:
1.  Chemistry
2.  Blood Bank / Transfusion Medicine
3.  Microbiology
4.  Hematology / Hematopathology
Other: Cytogenetics
Lab Sendouts: 120,000 annually



Blood Bank / Transfusion 
Medicine

Transfuse 18000 red cell units a year
Provides transfusion support & stem cell 
therapies for BIDMC patients (Gryzmish 5)
Location:  2nd CC, 3rd Finard
Resident on call:  Pager 30003
Questions:

Utilization of blood products
Transfusion reactions 
Apheresis procedures



Microbiology 

Diagnosis of infectious diseases:
-Bacteriology   -Mycobacteriology
-Virology -Parasitology
-Mycology          -Molecular microbiology 
-Serology         

Approximately 211,000 specimens a year
Location:  3rd Finard
Resident on call:  Pager 30004
Questions 

Sample adequacy
Culture/sensitivity interpretation



Hematology / 
Hematopathology

CBCs: 500,000/year
Coagulation testing: 140,000/year
Blood / Bone Marrow/ Lymph nodes / 
Flow cytometry
Urinalysis/ Body Fluids 
Location:  3rd Finard, 2nd CC
Resident on call:  Pager 30005
Questions 

Bone marrow biopsy results
Coagulation testing/interpretation 
CBC results



Clinical Chemistry

> 4.5 million tests a year (>10,000 tests/day, 
3000 tubes/day)
>125 assays
-Enzymes -Therapeutic drug monitoring
-Hormones -Toxicology
-Serology -SPEP/UPEP
-ABGs -Electrolytes 
Location:  3rd Finard, 2nd CC
Resident on call:  Pager 30002
Questions: Test methodology, interferences, 

and interpretation  



Resources: On-line lab manual







Resources: Online Policies, Procedures, 
Guidelines







Take home
If you have a question about a lab test or 
interpretation, please call us!  
A pathology resident is available 24/7

Clinical Pathology:  
Chemistry:  30002
Blood Bank:  30003
Microbiology: 30004
Hematology:  30005
Clinical pathology resident on call: 32093

Anatomic Pathology:
East Campus: 32094
West Campus: 92826
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