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What is DriveWise?

Recognized as a national model and the
first of its kind, the DriveWise program at
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
offers an objective evaluation of driving
safety for people of all ages who have 
experienced neurological, psychological,
and/or physical impairments.

Because driving is important to one’s 
independence, health care providers and 
family members are careful not to end 
driving privileges prematurely. On the 
other hand, delaying this decision may 
jeopardize safety.

The DriveWise program was developed 
by the divisions of Behavioral Neurology
and Occupational Therapy at Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center to help with 
this difficult decision making process.

The program is comprised of a 
multidisciplinary team, including 
social workers, occupational therapists, 
and neuropsychologists. This unique team
approach results in a thorough examination
of driving performance.

What steps does the DriveWise 
evaluation include?

1 Social Work Assessment
The participant is introduced to the
program by a clinical social worker
who reviews the role of driving in 
the individual’s life. Support for 
the individual and family members 
is provided.

2 Occupational Therapy Assessment
This session includes assessment 
of mobility, vision and brake 
reaction time.

3 On-the-Road Exam
An occupational therapist and 
driving instructor assess actual 
driving performance and safety in 
a specially-equipped car.

4 Written Summary
A written set of recommendations 
is sent to the participant and the
referring physician.

5 Follow-up with Social Worker
The team’s findings are reviewed 
with the participant and family 
members. The social worker can 
provide educational materials on 
driving, arrange transportation 
alternatives, and/or refer participants
to training programs to improve 
driving skills.

What is the relationship between
DriveWise and the Department of 
Motor Vehicles?
If the participant does not follow the 
recommendation to stop driving, the
DriveWise team may report findings
to the Registry of Motor Vehicles.

What happens if it is not safe for a 
participant to continue driving?
If termination of driving is recommended
as a result of the evaluation, practical and
emotional support is provided by the 
clinical social worker and alternative 
methods of transportation are identified.

Who can benefit from the DriveWise
program?
Individuals of any age who have cognitive
or motor problems that compromise 
driving safety may benefit from the
DriveWise program.

How are referrals made?
Family members, primary care physicians,
or specialists may make referrals by 
calling Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center’s Division of Behavioral 
Neurology at (617) 667-4074.

What is the cost of the program?
This program is primarily fee-for-service.
However, some insurers cover a portion 
of the driving evaluation. Due to wide 
variations in coverage, all participants are
strongly urged to check with their own
insurance plans.

How can I help pay for others in 
the community who cannot afford 
this service?
We welcome your donations to our 
scholarship fund, which covers the cost of
this important service for those unable to
pay. Please call (617) 667-4074.
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