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Bowdoin Street Health Center

Bowdoin Street Health Center has offered health services, and more, in Dorchester’s
Bowdoin/Geneva neighborhood for almost 40 years. Our multicultural, multilingual
staff shares a deep commitment to caring, community and social justice. Our definition of “health” extends far beyond the doctor’s office. It means stepping outside our
front door to meet our neighbors in
their own homes and in their gathering
places to work together to address
issues they identify and care about.

2009–2010 HIGHLIGHTS

Jane Driscoll, RN providing a teaching visit

Over the years we have joined with
residents and community organizations
to work on many community health
initiatives, from cleaning up vacant lots,
rehabilitating parkland and cultivating a community garden to developing
youth programs and working to reduce
violent crime on our streets.

• Awarded American Diabetes Association accreditation, making Bowdoin
Street Health Center one of only four
Boston community health centers
accredited.
• Opened Teen and Young Adult Clinic.
• Selected by Massachusetts Executive
Office of Health and Human Services as
one of 46 pilot sites statewide for Patient-Centered Medical Home Initiative.
• Expanded the Healthy Food Access
Project with a $270,000 grant from The
Boston Foundation and launched the
Healthy Champions youth program.

• Lead organizer of resident-driven
violence intervention and prevention
program sponsored by the Boston
Public Health Commission and Hyams
Foundation.
• Chosen as one of four sites to collaborate on MYCHILD, providing services to
children (Ages 0-5) with severe emotional disturbance and their families.
• In conjunction with BIDMC’s Center
for Violence Prevention and Recovery
and the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute,
awarded federal grant from Victims of
Crime Act (VOCA) to provide bereavement counseling to families of homicide victims in Boston.

Social and economic inequities in our Dorchester neighborhood contribute to the city’s
highest rates of diabetes, hypertension, and obesity. Our Diabetes Care Initiative, which
combines group medical visits, clinical assessment, education and peer support, serves
more than 800 patients in four languages. Quality measures show dramatic, improved
clinical outcomes and self-management by participants.

These are just a few of the ways we
work every day to nurture not just
healthy people, but a healthy
community.
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