Living with Atrial Fibrillation
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What is Atrial Fibrillation?

— Fibrillatory waves Atrial fibrillation
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CLASSIFICATION OF
ATRIAL FIBRILLATION

Three P’s Classification of AF

Paroxysmal Persistent Permanent/ Chronic

Terminates Will not terminate Will not terminate

spontaneously, usually spontaneously, but spontaneously,
within 48 hours can be electrically and is refractory to

cardioverted or cardioversion

converted with drugs >6 mos

Gallagher MM, Camm AJ. Classification of atrial fibrillation. PACE. 1992;20:1603-1605




Costs of AF Management 6.42 billion dollars
In 2004 dollars

Principal Dx
Inpatient costs

Outpatient costs

2.72 billion dollars
1.80 billion dollars ~70% of

Pts presenting to ED
w AF are admitted

Incremental cost of AF
witht Comorbid conditions
Inpatient costs
1.85 billion dollars

Does not include
indirect costs

Value Health 2006;9:348-356




